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R° and R 1 are independently selected from the groi/p consisting of H ( halogen, 
G-salkyl, G-ealkoxy, and G-ealkoxy substituted by one or/nore fluorine atoms; 

R 2 is selected from the group consisting of H. Ct/salkyl, G-ealkyl substituted by 
one or more fluorine atoms, G-ealkoxy, G^hydroxyalkyii SG-salkyl, C(0)H ( C(0)G- 
ealkyl, Cmalkylsulphonyl, and Ci-ealkoxy substituted py one or more fluorine atoms; 
and 

R 3 is Cwealkyl or NhL 

2. (Twice Amended) A compound as (Maimed in claim 1 wherein R° and R 1 are 
independently selected from the group consisting of H, halogen, G-ealkyl, and C- 
salkoxy; R 2 is G-aalkyl substituted by one or jdore fluorine atoms; and R 3 is G-*alky| or 
NH2. 

3. (Twice Amended) A compound as claimed in claim 1 wherein R° and R 7 are 
independently selected from the group consisting of H, F f CI, G^alkyl, and G-aalkoxy; 
R z is Goalkyl substituted by one or mojfe fluorine atoms; and R 3 is methyl or NH2. 

4. (Twice Amended) A comobund as claimed in claim 1 wherein R° is selected 
from the group consisting of F, CI, C/aalkyl and G-aalkoxy; R 1 is H; R 2 is C^alkyl 
substituted by one or more fluorine/atoms; and R 3 is methyl or NH 2 . 

5. (Twice Amended) A cefmpound as claimed in claim 1 wherein R° is at the 
3- or 4- position of the phenyl rirjg; and R 2 is at the 6- position of the pyridine ring. 




6. (Amended) A compound stfected from the group consisting of: 
4-[2-(3-fluoro-phenyl)-6-trifluorymethyl-pyra20lo[l / 5-a]pyridin-3-yl]- 
benzenesulfonamide; 

(3-fluoro-phenyl)'3-(4-n^hanesulfonyl-phenyl)-6-trifluoromethyl-pyrazolo[1 r 5- 
ajpyridine; 

^[2-(4-ethoxy-phen^6-trifluoromethy|-pyrazolo[l,5-a]pyridin-3-yl]- 

benzenesulfonamide; 
4-[2-(4-f)uoro-pl^nyl)-6-trifluoro^ 
benzenesulfonamide; 
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2- (4-fIuoro-phenyl)-3-(4-mette^ 

a] pyridine; 
4-(2-phenyl-6-trifluorome^ 

3- (4-me1iianesulfonyl-phei^) 

4- [2-(4-methyl-phenyl)-^trifluorom 

benzenesulfonamide; 
and pharmaceutical!/ acceptable derivatives thereof. 

7. (Amended) A compound selected from the group consisting of: 
N-acetyl-4-[2-(3-fluorophenyl)-6-(^ 

yl]benzenesulfonamide; 
N-acetyl-4-[2-(4-ethoxyphenyl)-6-(trifluoro/hethylJpyrazolo[1 r 5-a]pyrldin-3- 

yl]benzenesulfonamide; 
N-acetyl-^U-phenyl-e-ftrifluoromethyl^yrazolori.S-alpyridin^- 

y I] be n zenesu If ona m id e ; 
sodium salt of N-acetyl-4-[2-(3-fluoroj(5henyl)-6-{trifluoromethyl)pyrazolo[l t 5- 

a]pyridin-3-yl] benzenesulfonamide; 
4-[2-(3-fluorophenyl)-6-(trifIuorom^thyl)pyrazolo[l l 5-a)pyridin-3-yl]-N-(2- 

m eth oxyacetyl)benze nesuif on amide; 
442-(3-fluorophenyI)-6-(trifluorOy^ 

propionylbenzenesulfonamide; 
4^[2-(3-fluorophenyl)-6-(trifluo/omethyl)pyrazolo[l ( 5-a]pyridin-3«yl]-N- 

isobutyrylbenzenesulforfamide; 
N-benzoyl-4-[2-(3-fluorophenYl)-6-^^ 

yl]benzenesulfonamide; 
methyl ^[({^^-(a-fluorophenyO-e-CtrifluoromethyOpyrazoloIl.S-alpyridin-S- 

yl]phenyl}suIfonyl)atnino]-4-oxobutanoate; 
^(({4-{2-(3-fJuorophenyl^6-(trifluoromethyl)pyrazolo[1,5-a]pyridin-3- 

yl]phenyl}sulfonyWamino]-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
^^-(a-fluorophenyO-eitrifluoromethyOpyrazoloCl.S-alpyridin-a-yll-N- 

pentanoylbenzenlesulfonamide; 
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2-[({4-[2-(3-fluorophenyl)-6-(^ 

yl]phenyl}sulfonyl)amino]-2«oxoethyl acetate; 
N-acetyl-4-[24^fluorophenyl)-6-(trifluo 

yl]benzenesulfonamide; 
N-(2-chloroacety1)-4-[2-(3^ 

3-yl]benzenesulfonamide; 
N-[2-(diethylamino)acel7l]-4-[2-(3-fliJororfhenyl)-6-(trfl 

a]pyridin-3-y!]benzenesulfonamic 
methyl {4-[2-(3-fluorophenyl)-6-(trifludromethyl)pyrazolo[1 ( 5-a]pyridin-3- 

yl]phenyl}sulfonylcarbamate; and 
tert-butyl {4-[2-(3-fluorophenyl)-6-ttrifluoromethyl)pyrazolo[1,5-a]pyridin-3- 

yl]phenyl}sulfonylcarbamate 




8. (Amended) A compound selected from the group consisting of: 
4-[6-chloro-2-(3^thoxyphenyl)pyraz(w[1 ( 5-a]pyridin-3-yl]benzene5ulfonamide; 
6-chloro-2-(3-ethoxyphenyl)-3-[4-(yiethylsulfonyl)phenyl]pyrazolo[l r 5-a]pyridine; 
4-[6-methyl-2-phenyl-pyrazolo[1-6-a]pyridin-3-yl]benzen€SUlfonamide; 
4-[2-(3-fIuorophenyl)-6-meth\^pyrazoIo[1 l 5-a]pyridin-3-yl]benzenesulfonamide; 
4-[2-{3-ethoxyphenyl)-6-metnyl-pyraz^ 
4-[2-(4-ethoxyphenyl)-6-n^thyl-pyrazoIo[1^ 

6-methyl-2-phenyl -3-[y(methylsulfonyl)phenyl]pyrazolo[l f 5-a]pyridine; 

243-fluorophenyl)-6-^ethyl-3-[4-(methylsulfonyl)phenyl]pyrazolo[1 # 5-a)pyridine; 

2-(3^thoxyphenyl)-etmethyl-3-[4-{methylsuIfonyI)phenyl]pyrazolo[1 r 5-a]pyridine; 

2-(4-ethoxyphenyl^6-metbyl-3-[4-(methylsu^ 

and pharmaceutidally acceptable derivatives thereof. 



9, (Amended) A process for the preparation of compounds of formula (I) and 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivatives thereof as claimed in claim 1, said process 
comprising the steps of: 
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(A) reacting a compound ofl formula (II) 




or a protected derivati 




(ID 



or a protected derivative/thereof, with a compound of formula (III) 



B(OH) 2 (III) 



(B) optionally converting 
acceptable derivative thereof. 



10. (Amended) A pharmaceutical 
formula (I) or a pharmaceutica ly 
in admixture with one or more 



thereof to prepare a compound of formula (I); and 
the compound of formula (I) to a pharmaceutical^ 



composition comprising a compound of 
acceptable derivative thereof as claimed in claim 1 
physiologically acceptable carriers or excipients. 




13. (Amended) A method 6f treating an animal subject suffering from a 
condition which is mediafec by^sptective inhibition of COX-2 which comprises 
administering to said subjep^an effective amount of a compound of formula (I) or a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptt^&^leilvative as claimed in claim 1. 

14. (Amended) A method ofrfreating an animal subject suffering from an 
fiflammatory disorder, which method comprises administering to said subject an 
effective amount of a compoynd of formula (I) or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable 
derivative thereof as clainyp in claim T. ^ 



17. (New) The compound according to claim 1 , wherein R° is selected from the 
group consisting of F, CI, methyl^afid ethoxy; R 1 is H; R 2 is trifluoromethyl; and R 3 is 
methyl or NHi. 
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18. (New) A process for the preparation of compounds of formula (I) and 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivatives thereof as claimed in claim 1, said process 
comprising the steps of: 



(A) where R 3 represents Ci-^alkyl, reacting a compound of formula (IV) 




(IV) 



R 1 - 



or a protected derivative thereof with an oxidising agent to prepare a 
compound of formula (I); and 

(B) optionally converting the compound of formula (I) to a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivative thereof. 

19. (New) A process for the preparation of compounds of formula (I) and 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivatives thereof as claimed in claim 1, said process 
comprising the steps of: 

(A) where R 1 is Ci/ealkylsulphonyl, oxidising a compound of formula (V) 




SC^Ikyl 



(V) 



or a protected aerivative thereof to prepare a compound of formula (I); and 

(B) optionally converting the compound of formula (I) to a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivative thereof. 
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20. (New) A process for the preparation of compounds of formula (I) and 
pharmaceutically acceptable derivatives thereof as claimed in claim 1 , said process 
comprising the steps of: 

(A) where R 2 is G-fialkoxy Substituted by one or more fluorine atoms, 
reacting a alcohol of formula (VI) 



R 3 0 2 S- 




(VI) 



or a protected derivative thereof with a halofluoroalkane to prepare a 
compound of formula {\);pnd 

^(B) optionally converting the compound of formula (I) to a 
pharmaceutically acceptable derivative thereof. 

21. (New) A process for the preparation of compounds of formula (I) and 
pharmaceutically acceptable derivatives thereof as claimed in claim 1, said process 
comprising the steps of: 



(A) whfere R* is NH?, reacting a compound of formula (X) 



HaI0 2 S 




(X) 



with/a source of ammonia under conventional conditions to prepare a 
compound jbf formula (I); and 
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(B) optionally converting ihe compound of formula (I) to a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivative thereof. 

22. (New) A process for the Reparation of compounds of formula (I) and 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivatives thereof as claimed In claim 1 r said process 
comprising the steps of: 

(A) interconverting £ compound of formula (I) into another compound of 
formula (I); and 



(B) optionally converting 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable 



the compound of formula (I) to a 
cferlvative thereof. 



23. (New) A process for 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable 
comprising the steps of: 



(A) deprotecting a 



t ie preparation of compounds of formula (1) and 

( erivatives thereof as claimed in claim 1 r said process 



protected derivative of compound of formula (I); and 




(B) optionally concerting the compound of formula (I) to a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable derivative thereof. 

24. (New) A method for the prophylaxisor treatment of a human subject 
suffering from a condition which is mediated by selective inhibition of COX-2 which 
comprises administering to said subject an effective amount of a compound of 
formula (I) or a pharmaceutical acceptable derivative thereof as claimed in claim 1. 

25. (New) A method for the prophylaxis or treatment of a human subject 
suffering from an inflammatory disorder, which method comprises administering to 
said subject an effective amount of a compound of formula (i) or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable derivative thereof as claimed in claim 1. 

26. (New) A method for the prophylaxis or treatment of conditions and diseases 

/ 

selected from the group consisting of pain r fever and inflammation mediated by 
selective inhibition of COX-2, said method comprising administering an effective 
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amount of a compound of formula (I) or a pharmaceutic 
thereof as claimed in claim 1. 



r acceptable derivative 




27. (New) The method according to claim 2# wherein said conditions and 
diseases are selected from the group consisting of rheumatic fever, symptoms 
associated with influenza or other viral infections, lower back pain, neck pain, 
headache, toothache, sprains, strains, myositis, neuropathic pain, synovitis, arthritis, 
rheumatoid arthritis, degenerative jpmt diseases, osteoarthritis, gout, ankylosing 
spondylitis, tendinitis, bursitis, psoriasis, eczema, burns, dermatitis, sports injuries, 
injuries arising from surgical procedures and injuries arising from dental procedures. 

28. (New) A method for the prophylaxis and treatmentof pain, said method 
comprising administering an effective amount of a corppound of formula (I) as 
claimed in claim 1. 

29. (New) A method for the^p'rophylaxis zpd treatment of arthritis, said method 
comprising administering an effective amoiyrt of a compound of formula (I) as 
claimed in claim 1. ^ 

30. (New) A method for the prophylaxis and /reatment of conditions involving 
inflammatory processes, said method comprising administering an effective amount of 
a compound of formula (I) as claimed in clairr/l, wherein said conditions involving 
inflammatory processes are selected from the group consisting of asthma, allergic 
rhinitis, respiratory distress syndrome, inflammatory bowel disease, Crohn's disease, 
gastritis, irritable bowel syndrome, ulcerative colitis, vascular disease, migraine, 
periarteritis nodosa, thyroiditis, aplasti/ anemia, Hodg kin's disease, sclerodoma, type I 
diabetes, myasthenia gravis, multiple/sclerosis, sorcoidosis, nephrotic syndrome. 
Bechet's syndrome, polymyositis, gmgivitis, conjunctivitis and myocardial ischemia. 

31. (New) A method for the/prophylaxis or treatment of cognitive disorders, said 
method comprising administerjng an effective amount of a compound of formula (I) 
as claimed in claim 1. 

32. (New) The method^of claim 31 wherein said cognitive disorders are selected 
from the group consisting of degenerative dementia, senile dementia, Alzheimer's 
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